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The Hansa, blind, unwise, stuck to its old policy,
and like Shylock demanded the very letter of its
ancient bond. It is true that Elizabeth insisted, on
her side, that her subjects should be favoured in the
Hansa towns ; that this reciprocity should be granted
was already a clause in the Treaty of Utrecht, con-
cluded, it will be remembered, in 14/4, but it had
never been carried into effect.

It must be admitted that, all things considered,
Queen Elizabeth treated the Hanscatics with a good
deal of consideration and long-suffering, and de-
manded from them no more than what she had a right
to demand. When they refused the offer to be placed
on an equal footing with the English the queen issued
an order that their export of English cloth should
in future not exceed five thousand pieces. Cologne
tried to retaliate by putting on an import tax, but it
was an isolated measure, and had no effect.

In a word, the victory remained in the end with the
English Government, on the side of which fought,
not only its own vigorous organization, but also the
disunion among the Hansa towns, which grew more
serious daily, and the grave disorders that existed in
the Steelyard itself.

For some time past serious complaints had been
heard against the alderman of the factory, Peter
Eiffler, a man who filled this high post for several
consecutive years. He was accused among other
things, of having tampered with the funds of the
establishment, of having administered the factory
without the help, or advice of the council; and of
having divided unfairly among the Hanseatic mcr-